Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

June 11, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Diane Senekievich
Absent: Administrator Dirk Davis, Zach Gason, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chris Hunt, Chuck Little
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve the May meeting minutes, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
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Diane Senekievich, filling in for Mr. Shaheen, presented Resolution 2025-2 which approved the excluding of Martins Ferry from the decision for approving the Belmont County Auditor’s alternative method for dividing the local government funds. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-2, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

Diane stated that EQT has been sent a letter to negotiate the main street pavement situation. Several letters have been sent to residents regarding lawn mowing.
Diane stated that she spoke to Pike’s Paving today and he is going to contact Dirk to arrange the Gail Avenue corrections.  The rain has been an issue but they intend to correct the problems. 
Fiscal Officer Burkhead informed council that he has been working with Dirk and the finance committee to come up with options for purchasing a Kubota excavator and a zero turn mower.  Rick stated that we have settled on a closed cabin excavator, a 60” zero turn, a mower attachment, additional grading bucket, a stump grinder, and a trailer for all of this equipment.  The total is $102,972.43 for all of this equipment from Lashley Tractor Sales.  All of this equipment is through Sourcewell and at state purchase pricing. Council reiterated that all of this equipment needs stored inside and not left outside.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the purchase of all of this equipment, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Rick suggested that we look into issuing bonds for the equipment.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve Rick to look into this, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Mayor Bob Flanagan presented a building permit for Neil Fankhouser on South Main to construct a garage.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve the building permit, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

Mayor Bob stated that several repairs were made at the sewer plant and that it is back up and running.

Chuck Little reminded everyone that there is another bake sale for the fishing derby this Saturday.

Motion to pay bills by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Carol Merritt, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday July 9th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
